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himself for long periods in Quebec, Montreal and
Toronto. He built himself a little house at Tadousac
which furnished a happy escape from the dust and
politics of Ottawa and a convenient dumping ground
for his children. At his own expense he repaired the
citadel at Quebec and rendered the existing officers'
quarters worthy of a Governor-General's residence.
For months on end they would reside in what Lady
Dufferin called c my barrack home', giving an un-
broken series of receptions and dinner parties upon
the wide bastion-terrace which looks down upon the
roofs of the old city and the shipping of the St.
Lawrence. The record of their entertainments leaves
one aghast. There were drawing-rooms, picnics,
receptions, * drums ', dinners, balls, torchlight pro-
cessions, garden parties, bazaars, regattas, and amateur
theatricals. There were concerts also and carefully
prepared tableaux. ' The first part of the programme/
Lady Dufferin records, c consisted of vocal music by
amateurs. Then Rosa d'Erina sang four songs capitally.
Three very pretty tableaux closed the entertainment:
The Death of Cleopatra; the Expulsion of Hagar;
and a group of flower girls. Nelly being one of
them.'

News of all this lavishness reached England and the
Duke of Argyll became perturbed. 'I hear/ he
wrote, * terrible things about your expenditure. People
say that you will be entirely ruinated. Do not be too
Irish or too Sheridanish ; it is an awful combination.'
This ruination, however, did not occur until more
than twenty years had passed.

It was not so much by the reckless expenditure of
his personal fortune that he won the heart of the